
Boxing

Boxing is a combat sport in which 
two people, usually wearing protective 
gloves, throw punches at each other for a 
predetermined set of time in a boxing ring.

Boxing is supervised by a referee over a series of one- to three-minute intervals 
called rounds. The result is decided when an opponent is deemed incapable to 
continue by a referee, is disqualified for breaking a rule, resigns by throwing in a towel,
or is pronounced the winner or loser based on the judges' scorecards at the end of the
contest. In the event that both fighters gain equal scores from the judges, the fight is 
considered a draw-what in other sports would be referred to as a tie-(professional 
boxing).

The history of boxing in Japan began in 1854 when Matthew Perry landed at 
Shimoda, Shizuoka soon after the Convention of Kanagawa. At that time, American 
sailors often engaged in sparring matches on board their ships, with their fists 
wrapped in thin leather. It was the first example of boxing conveyed to Japan. In 
addition, an ōzeki-ranked sumo wrestler named Tsunekichi Koyanagi (小柳 常吉 ) was 
summoned by the shogunate, and ordered to fight a boxer and a wrestler from the 
United States. There were three fought matches, using different martial arts' styles, 
before Perry and other spectators. Koyanagi reportedly won.

Discussion points:
1. Do you like boxing?
2. Who supervised the fighters in a boxing ring?
3. In what year did boxing began in Japan?


