The Cigarette

Lee had never felt so homesick in his life as he completed his first week at university. Not only was
he overwhelmed by the amount of homework that he had but he was also having difficulty making
friends. It seemed like all of the students belonged to cliques and no one even gave him a second
look. Even Lee’s roommate mostly ignored him and was hardly ever in the dorm. Lee felt lonely
and despondent. Then one day on the basketball court, Lee impressed a group of boys with his
shooting skills. One of the boys stepped forward, shook Lee’s hand, and offered him a cigarette.
Lee hesitated. He had never smoked before but all the boys were watching him...
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If you were Lee, would you take the cigarette?

What do you think will happen if Lee refuses to smoke the cigarette?

Is smoking ‘cool’ in your opinion? If it is, is it important for Lee to be ‘cool’ if he wants to fit
in?

4. Do you smoke? Would marry someone who smokes? Why or why not?
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“One thousand Americans stop smoking every day—by dying.”~ Anonymous
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