
Auto Racing

Competitive auto racing has existed in Japan 
since the 1920s, but it wasn't until the Tamagawa 
Speedway was opened in 1936 that the sport had a 
permanent, dedicated track. Soichiro Honda, who would
later go on to found the eponymous car company, was 
one of the early competitors at the new track, while 
newly formed Nissan competed with its own factory 
team.

After forming his company, Honda went on to open the Suzuka International Racing 
Course, better known as the Suzuka Circut, in 1962. The track has hosted a numerous major 
world championship events, most notably Formula One. Not to be outdone, Mitsubishi also 
opened a racecourse, the Fuji Speedway, in the early 1960s (now owned by Toyota). Almost all
of the biggest races in Japan happened at one of these two tracks—though there are more 
than 20 auto racing tracks in total around Japan.
 

                                                                                                                


