
Tokyo Imperial Palace 

Tokyo Imperial Palace (  皇居Kōkyo; literally, "Imperial
Residence") is the official home of the Emperor of Japan. It is
the site of the old Edo castle.
The Imperial Palace is in the Chiyoda area near to Tokyo Station.

Most of the Imperial Palace and grounds are not open to 
the public, but kids can explore the East Garden, and climb 
up stone foundations of the great five-story tower (Tenshudai 
donjon) of Edo Castle.

The palace complex has several buildings. including 
the main palace (Kyūden (宮殿). There are also the 
private homes of the imperial family and the offices of 
the Imperial Household Agency.

Traditionally, the home of the emperor is called a palace. The location of the palace has 
been considered the capital city of Japan. Since 1868, the center of the government of Japan and
the location of the Emperor's home has been Tokyo. From 794 through 1868, the emperor lived in
Kyoto.


