Lesson 11: Fashion

Wigs That are 3 Feet High

S A L.':. PROMENADE .c'h. QL\'DI?E‘i
e 3 e o diesoar fitlior egrliir o tallei mse Awre. &
Mmmzm i reidie e,

In 1500 BC in Egypt women shaved their head as the ultimate display in beauty. Remaining hair
was removed with special gold tweezers and then their scalps were buffed to a high sheen with
soft cloths. Over the next 100 years the rich Egyptian women placed cones of scented grease on
their heads, allowing the grease to melt and drip down over their bodies, bathing bodies and
clothes in fragrance.

The exact opposite would be in practice by the 18th century in England when women’s wigs were
sometimes 3 ft (1 metre) high. The wigs were dusted with flour and decorated with stuffed birds,
fruit, replicas of gardens, or even model ships. Women would wear the wigs continuously for
several months. They were matted with lard to keep them from coming apart, which made mice
and insects a constant problem, leading to the spreading of skin lice in the upper classes. When a
hair-powder tax was introduced in 1795, the wig craze disappeared abruptly.

You can see the whole lesson from your teacher,please ask them to send it to you before the class.
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